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Fourteen Years of Dreaming
In July, our community will experience a very important milestone in
its life. Brother Timothy, after fourteen invigorating years of directing
and shaping the vision of Mariya uMama weThemba Monastery, will
be stepping down as the Prior of the monastery and Br. Daniel will be
has been appointed to succeed him. Brother Timothy is not leaving
the monastery permanently. As he puts it, he will always be part of this
community’s life. After taking a year sabbatical, Br. Timothy will return
to us and will continue to make a large contribution to the community’s
life in a different capacity.
Most of our accomplishments over the last
fourteen years are due
to his ability to dream,
to articulate his dreams
and to excite and motivate others to work with
us to make them a reality, including the Order
of the Holy Cross’s very
presence in South Africa.
If it weren’t for this Godgiven gift, we may not
have been able to be the
Brother Timothy doing what he does best: exciting us all presence in our rural area
to dream with him. This was taken at the Blessing and
of Grahamstown that we
Dedication of Holy Cross School.
are. He has steered, galvanised and mobilised us to the establishment of a strong community
that is steeped in the Benedictine ethos of prayer and hospitality, of
our Scholarship Fund, school transport for all of the children we sponsor, the After-School Programme and now the fulfilment of a long-held
dream, Holy Cross School. Brother Timothy can tell a great story, and
telling the story of our monastery again and again in varied ways he
has inspired so many people to catch the wave of his energy and drive
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to imagine what can be possible and take the risks to carry it through.
We cannot overestimate the crucial role his wisdom and leadership has
played in both our profound presence to the people of the local area
and the response to God’s repeated call to us to a conversion of heart
and to be compassionate as God is, even when we thought it was impossible to do so.
On his sabbatical, Br. Timothy hopes to spend some time with family and friends in the United States and then explore with the Camaldolese, the oldest Roman Catholic Benedictine order in the church,
an underlying draw he has had for many years to the contemplative
life. The Camaldolese, whose focus includes the eremitical life, and the
Order of the Holy Cross have had long-standing covenant relationship,
and they have a community in Big Sur, California. Br. Timothy hopes
to study and explore the elements of Benedictinism as lived by hermit
monks. This process would be the fulfilment of another dream he has
had for many years. We pray for him on this new and exciting journey
on which he is about to embark and look forward to his return to us
and his further contributions to our community life.

A Scene from A Day in the
Life at the Monastery

On Fridays during Lent, we prayed the Stations of the Cross at noon
on the path behind the church. On the Friday shown here, the children
joined us.
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From the Novice Master
--Br. John, OHC
As a new season approaches for our community, so does a new
mindset. We have made formation even more of a priority in our life
together as monks. What we are finding is that our thinking is right in
line with what other Benedictine communities are saying they want to
prioritise more as well. At our last meeting of the Benedictine Communities of Southern Africa, we found that all of us were on the same page,
with a great desire to define the essential elements of what it means to
be a monk, particularly in the 21st Century, and how we can teach these
elements to each other and to people who come to our community
whether to live or to just receive a bit of wisdom for their lives in their
busy worlds.
A meeting will take place in July of the members of these Benedictine
communities who have attended the Monastic Formators Programme
in Rome. The purpose is to begin discussions on how this process can
take place in our communities and how to share the resources we have.
In addition to this, I am continuing to make contacts to talk about
the monastic life as a vocational option in the Church. Brother Josias
and I just recently visited St. Augustine’s Church in Grahamstown to
preach and to talk to a group of young men about our life. We hope to
bring them to us for a weekend so that they can get a taste of what monasticism looks like firsthand. I would encourage churches throughout
the country to consider this rare and unique opportunity for a week or
a weekend.
I also hope to make contacts with Archdeacons in the Diocese of
Grahamstown as well as the dioceses of Zululand, Highveld and Cape
Town. And I am eager to do more. Please consider me to speak to your
church, archdeaconry or diocese, particularly to young people, about
the monastic life as an option for a future life in the church. I am always
happy to show just how tremendous it can be for young single men who
desire to pray, who are faithful in their search for God and who would
be interested in considering living with a group of men who have that
same desire and faithfulness. We know those young men are out there,
and we are looking for them.
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From the New
Associates Director

--Br. John, OHC

Another change in our household is that I have now taken on the
role of Associates Director. So, I want to greet all of the Associates but
also greet everyone in this capacity and take this opportunity to let you
know what an Associate is and what might be its value for you and for
our community.
Being the Novice Master allows this new responsibility to be a
natural fit, because I see the life of an Associate as entering into a life
of formation -- being formed into a spiritual ethos and discipline, to
become more Christlike in a particular way. One not only establishes
a relationship with our community, but one is joining a community as
well. A commitment is involved, both on the Associate’s part and on the
part of the community that already exists. An Associate lives by a Rule,
one that is established by the Associates of Holy Cross, but also one that
the Associate has written for themselves in consultation with a monk of
the Order or with a spiritual director. One goes through a formation
period and takes a vow much like a monk would, even though other
commitments may be to one’s work, career or ministry and to one’s
family. Wherever they may be, Associates still endeavour to live in a
way that is in keeping with the Rule they have established, an asceticism
that goes hand in hand with the wisdom of the Benedictine identity.
An Associate is also expected to make some financial contribution to
the monastery. This contribution is whatever they can afford as well as
to make visits and retreats to the monastery whenever their life allows
them to do so.
What is the value to being an Associate? One has a community of
which they are a part through prayer and through relationship with
others who have like-minded desires for a spiritual life that is enriching,
disicplined and fulfilling. The value to our monastic community is that
we as monks grow in our relationship to God through seekers in the
world outside of our monastery walls.
If you find that you would like to be part of this growth, let me know
at john@umaria.co.za or you can telephone me at 046 622-6465.
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Reading Camp ... No. 5!

			

--Br. Daniel Ludik, OHC

As this issue of Uxolo is going to press, we are getting ready for Reading Camp number 5. It is sometimes hard to believe how time flies!
This Camp promises to be as eventful and joyous as the previous ones.
I just wanted to use this opportunity to say thank you to all those people
and parishes whose generosity once again has put us on the threshold
of making this a reality.
However, we can always
make good use of more
contributions. So if, as so
often happens, time has
caught you out, but you
would still like to contribute to the Reading Camp
fund, please contact me at
daniel@umaria.co.za or +27
046 622-6465 for our banking details and I will forward
Brother Daniel at
OHC Reading Camp 2008.
them to you. Your contribution can ensure that Reading Camp will always have a
future and be an important
part of a child’s life in Grahamstown and perhaps even
elsewhere in South Africa.
It is a great investment in the
future of a child who might
not have had a possibility of
a future before.
Thank you all once again
and do look forward to stories and pictures in the next
Uxolo!
OHC Reading Camp 2011
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The Holy Cross Sunday School
Report

--Br. Josias Morobi, OHC

At our Sunday School, we learn new things every time we come
together. One of the greatest things I like about our meetings is to see
young people engaging in our classes and asking questions. Last year
we studied the catechism a little bit and focused on the overview of the
Bible. This year we will work on reading the Bible spiritually and this
will be based on the theme for the month. Most of us know that there
are different themes on each month (e,g. February is well known as
the month of love. So we will use passages that talk about love for our
spiritual reading and discussion of the Bible). Catechism will also be
incorporated in our classes.
Last year some of us visited the St. Augustine parish in Grahamstown
for their Sunday worship. It was a great experience and we created
relationships with young people there. We hope to visit them again
this year and will be very happy to have them come and worship with
us someday.
The teenagers had a lovely camp in December last year at Asseggai
trails and the little ones had a great trip to P.E. Oceanarium. We had a
lovely play on Easter day from the teenagers. The play was based on the
question what would you ask Jesus if He were to appear to you? I will like to
congratulate Babalwa Gusha and her cast for putting it together. Well
done guys.
These are our short term goals:
• Having our own T-shirts
• Forming a choir
• Making more friends with young people in other 		
			organisations
• Organising workshops for ourselves as young people
• Building the Labyrinth
With your help, support and prayers we hope to achieve these goals.
Thanks and God bless.
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Scholarship Fund Update
--Br. Robert James, OHC
We currently have 63 young people in our Scholarship Fund. A
number of our tertiary learners will be finishing up with degrees or
diplomas this year. Most do not have individual or parish sponsors.
Sponsorship is not only about the financial support, but also, that there
is someone or ones somewhere who care enough about them to be
willing to respond to their need.
That emotional component
cannot be overestimated in the
development of the self-esteem
of our youth. The majority of
them have never known this
to any significant degree. To
a large extent, this is why so
many consider the monastery
as the safest and most stable
place in their lives. They know
that they are loved here.
The addition to the
Scholarship and School staff
of Nompumelelo MagwaNompumelelo Magwa-Bobotyani
Bobotyani, a certified Child
and Youth Care Worker, has made a great difference in responding to
the risks that face even our youngest. Mpumi works with individuals,
families, and groups of young people to assist them in healthy
development.
Please contact me if you would like further information on
sponsorship (robert@umaria.co.za or 076-812-7672 or 046-622-6465). I
would be happy to answer any inquiries.
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Holy Cross School Update
--Br. Robert James, OHC
It has been a busy first term for our twenty-eight learners. Joyce Teyise is assisted by Bongisani Soxujwa in Grade R. Ntombekhaya Myeki
is assisted by Stephen Smith, from the Young Adult Service Corps of
the Episcopal Church, in Grade 1. In addition to settling into a new
space, hearing-, vision-, and HIV-testing have been done. Some of the
new Grade 1 learners have already had
learning assessments
done. Others will follow this year. The children have also had
a beach day at Port
Alfred, attended Scifest, where we staffed
an exhibit, and held
an end-of-term Sports
Day. Photos of most
events are usually
A scene from the Holy Cross School Sports Day
posted on the monastery website. We are
also in the process of
applying for membership in ISASA (Independent Schools Association of Southern
Africa).
Thanks to the
Diocesan School for
The Holy Cross School Council: (back row from left to right) Girls, which has adour school,
Br. Josias Morobi, OHC; Br. Timothy Jolley, OHC; Br. Rob- opted
ert James Magliula, OHC; Br. Daniel Ludik, OHC; (front children are receivrow from left to right): Br. John Forbis, OHC; Lumka Qangule; Br. Robert Sevensky, OHC (ex officcio); Petro Rossouwv, ing swimming lessons
Chair; Ntsika Kitsili; Madeline Schoeman
monthly. The boys
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from St Andrew’s have also been here to assist with improving our
school grounds. More projects are planned for the future. Students of
both of those schools have also joined us for our Sunday Eucharist. We
are grateful to Sue Paton at DSG and Tim Barnard at St. Andrew’s in
their efforts to foster these relationships. We look forward to growing
these partnerships.
The Holy Cross School Council, which is an overseeing body of the
school, has nine members, including both the monks of the monastic
community as well as respected members of the education and general community. We have had two meetings so far and another one is
planned for May of 2012. The Council is very pleased with the progress
of the school and with the work that the teachers and staff are doing.
The South Africa Revenue Service has also registered Holy Cross
School as a tax exempt Public Benefit Organisation (PBO Number:
930038428) South African donors may request an 18A Receipt for
contributions made to the school.

The Monastery Shoppe
Yes, it’s true. The Monastery now has a shop! Thanks to the hard
work of Brother Daniel, Brother Robert James, Brother Timothy and
our Guesthouse Director,
Marian Lanham, people can
visit the space right next to
the Guesthouse Office and see
something quite new: what the
monks have to offer on sale
as part of their many talents:
jams, fudge, biscuits, shortbread, drawings, books, etc.
There is much for everyone’s
tastes, including post cards,
some other books and other craft items all on sale. We hope to have
more products in the shop as we begin to harvest the monks’ other different talents and gifts. Keep visiting when you are here. Who knows
what other surprises you may find in there?!?!
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Real Hope for the Future
Even though it was a wet and rainy Saturday, the Blessing and Dedica
tion of Holy Cross School went forward on the 4th of February and it was
a wonderful and moving event with close to 280 people present. The ce
lebration captured a real sense of pure joy of a wonderful accomplishment
and real hope for future possibility, which is difficult to put into words.
So we decided to depict the events of the day in pictures with captions.

Also the Diocesan School for
Girls and St. Andrews School
for Boys joint choir provided
some of the music and led the
hymns. As the school building
was being blessed by Archbishop Thabo and the Bishop of the
Anglican Diocese of Grahamstown, the Rt. Reverend Ebenezer Ntlali, the combined choir
and our Holy Cross School children traded off songs and choruses. (See next page top left)

The beginning procession was led by the
children of Holy Cross School (to the left)
with a song they composed and rehearsed
themselves. This performance so delighted
our celebrant, the Most Reverend Archbishop
Thabo Makgoba (shown here above with Br.
Josias) that he asked them to sing it again.
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The children of Holy
Cross School are seen
here, with Bongisani
Soxujwa (to the right)
and the teachers and
some of the Council
members (to the left),
playing a big role in
providing some of the
music for the celebration. Holy Cross
School currently has two
classes of 14 in each of
Grade R and Grade 1.
Brother Robert Sevensky, OHC,
the Superior of the Order of
the Holy Cross, preached at
the celebration, to meet with
the Holy Cross School Council,
and on his annual visitation
to the community here. He
reminded us of the unexpected
signs of hope and opportunity
God presents to us when we endeavour to take risks for Him.
Brother Robert is also the Chair
of a fundraising campaign for
the school in the US, which will
be under way this year.
Brother Robert also
received a certificate of
blessing to the Order expressing recognition and
thanks from the Anglican Church of Southern
Africa for its work in the
establishment of Holy
Cross School, presented
by Archbishop Thabo.
Holy Cross School is the
only Anglican independent school for rural poor
children in the Province.
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Archbishop Thabo and Bishop Ebenezer did not leave any areas unaccounted
for when they blessed the school building, even including the Ablutions block of
the school.
Archbishop Thabo is shown
here sprinkling holy water on
Agnes, the school bell. St. Agnes was born at the end of the
2nd Century and was beheaded
at the age of 13 for refusing
to worship the gods of the
culture. We chose this saint as
the namesake of the school bell
because “Virgin” in her case
is another way of saying “Free
Woman”. This freedom is our
hope for all the girls and boys at
Holy Cross School
Bishop Ebenezer censes one of the classrooms of the school. The school has five
classrooms as well as an assembly room
where the whole school can meet. Each
class size is limited to 14. Also, each room
has a sink and a television monitor and
DVD player. Plenty of shelving space is
provided for supplies and other books,
and each classroom has a view across valley to the hills to the east.

The office space for the
school has an inner office for
the principal and an outer
office for other support staff.
This functional work area has
wireless capability. In this
picture, Archbishop Thabo is
blessing this area, where currently Brother Robert James,
OHC, is the school principal.
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We were delighted to have the Interact Club of the Di
ocesan School for Girls present at the ceremony as well,
and that they were able to meet the Bishops and our Superior, especially since they were so instrumental in raising
so much money and support for the school.
The mamas of the
children cooked the
lunch outdoors under
horrendous weather
conditions. But that
didn’t faze them.
There was plenty of
delicious food for everyone. They are seen
here with the school
teachers, Ntombekaya
Myeki (centre front)
and Joyce Teyise (far
right front).
Even though the celebration
was a delightful and moving event for all, we were
tired at the end of it. The
Holy Cross School children,
particularly, had a busy
day. But everything went so
smoothly and God’s presence
was deeply felt that day. This
child certainly went to sleep
knowing that she is in God’s
hands.

14

The Latest Additions
On a visit to Mariannhill Monastery in the Natal area in October
2011, Brothers Timothy and John discovered a wood carver named
Philani Nyawo whose studio is at the monastery. They were so moved
by his work that they commissioned some crucifixes for the monastery
and school as well as a statue of St. Benedict for the school.
The crucifix that is now a bold presence in the Assembly Room of
the school was given to us by our Associate Tally and her husband Tony
Palmer in memory of their good friend, Bishop Michael Coleman of
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Port Elizabeth, who died in 2011 of cancer. We thank them for their contribution in making the cross’s reality
known in a very central place in the school. Another crucifix hangs in
the school’s main office. Another is in the monastery Chapter Room,
and the two remaining ones are in the Refectory and the Prior’s office.
Benedict is a kindly presence in the cloister of the school.
The craftsmanship and sensitivity that went into these pieces makes
them just right for our institutions, and we are so grateful to Philani.

This crucifix, displayed in the Holy Cross
School Assembly Room, was given in memory of the late Michael Coleman, the former
Roman Catholic Bishop of the Diocese of
Port Elizabeth by Tally and Tony Palmer

St. Benedict in the school cloister.
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Some Visitors at the Monastery
We feel quite privileged hosting the variety of people we do who stay with us for
retreat, study, business or just simply pleasure. Among them recently was Vic Mansfield who is an Episcopal priest in Asheville,
North Carolina in the US. He came to us
for a month doing some retreat and pilgrimage. We also had students from Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, Washington,
staying with us as part of a South African
studies programme. Students from the College of the Transfiguration in Grahamstown
Vic Mansfield
came for a weekend retreat and the Fellowship
of Vocation from the Diocese of Grahamstown was recently with us. In
March, we hosted some members of the DA here while they were attending
a conference in Grahamstown.

The Guesthouse at
Mariya uMama weThemba
Monastery
As part of the Benedictine ministry of hospitality, the monks of
Mariya uMama weThemba Monastery offer a 24 bed guesthouse with
linens and all the facilities to make our guests feel comfortable for those
seeking a quiet place of prayer and retreat for groups and individuals
and for conferences and meetings. All faiths are welcome.

The Guesthouse
Tel.: (046)622-8111
Fax: 086-243-1738 Please note our new Fax number.
Email: guesthouse@umaria.co.za
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IZZIT?

News of the Community
Timothy: It seems to me that time
has rushed by me and that I find myself
in some kind of warp! The focus on getting the school built in time and organising the blessing has so absorbed my mind
that the rest floated around me. But, the
energy was worth every bit of the time as
we watched the school go up day by day
and the dream become more a reality. Although there remained construction after
the first schoolday of the year, we opened
doors on 11 January.
The teachers, staff and children never missed a beat as classes resumed, workmen and machinery clattered around and Molly, our dog,
kept a hungry eye on workers’ lunch bags. By the time of the blessing,
as you will read elsewhere, everyone was used to the mud and bother.
I have been so deeply moved, blessed and grateful to the large number
of people and institutions who have worked and contributed to bring
Holy Cross School into existence. Bishop Ebenezer in his remarks at
the blessing hailed the school as a place of healing for the whole area...
children educated, farmers and their workers brought together, and
families meeting and working together. I continue each day to look up
at the school and give thanks to God that the Order of the Holy Cross
has been called to live and work in South Africa and to be changed and
more converted through our involvement. It is a continual amazement
that we have been given more, challenged more and converted more
into a people of peace by allowing ourselves to respond to the needs of
our neighbours. The Incarnation does indeed have a face....
The second exciting change for me is that, after 14 years, we will have
South African leadership at the monastery. Br. Daniel Ludik, OHC
will succeed me as Prior after our June Chapter in New York. The Order has generously given me a year’s sabbatical to rest, pray and contem17

plate where God may be leading me next. By my being away for a year,
the community will have time to adjust to new leadership without the
retired-rector-on-the-front-pew hassle and to find new ways of expressing
community life and responsibilities. South Africa is my home, and I so
look forward to returning to Grahamstown as a continuing member
of the community. I am deeply grateful for the support I have received
from my loving brothers here, the Order, our many Associates, friends
and benefactors who have helped us become part of the Church in
Southern Africa. And, I depart this office with the conviction that our
community will continue to flourish, to love and to pray for the coming of the Kingdom in this part of the world as we strive to establish “a
school for the Lord’s service” (Rule of St. Benedict). It is truly a beautiful life!
John: Quite a bit of the activity happened for me in October. I was chairing our Religious Life Council for the
Anglican Church of Southern Africa,
meeting at Mariannhill in Durban at
the beginning of October. It was hard
work, but I think that some things
were accomplished and some good decisions were made. What helped a great
deal was the input of Clark Berge, the
Provincial of the Society of St. Francis, on the vowed life. He is an Anglican religious and could speak very specifically from this perspective.
Then, from there I went almost immediately back to the airport to embark on a three week adventure with my parents in Turkey. Our time there was certainly full and thrilling almost to the
point of overload. We covered most of the country. One of the
things that moved me the most was visiting the school that Rumi
developed for the study of Sufism. His grave is there as well. And
then we saw a whirling dervish ceremony. Mesmerising. Of course,
the Hagia Sophia is a profound building that even in the midst of
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thousands of tourists has a real holiness about its atmposphere.
The long retreat was very special in many ways. Much of the time
I spent writing and reading and in prayer. And then, our Christmas
celebrations were also quiet, joyful and intimate.
Also during the time of the long retreat and after, I sent some poems
off to various publications internationally. One publication in the UK
called The Dawntreader has accepted two of them. So I am delighted.
Believe me, those kinds of results are good. I’ll take them anyway.
The day of the Blessing of Holy Cross School, even in the midst of
terrible rain and muck, was so moving, even catching me with tears occasionally. If this Blessing is anything to go by, this school has a great
and exciting future ahead of it. Certainly God seems to be indicating
this.
February was our Benedictine Communities of Southern Africa
(BECOSA) meeting, and I believe that it was the most exciting and
promising meeting of this organisation I have attended. I will talk more
about this in the Novice Master’s column. But I am excited about the
promise and challenges BECOSA holds out for us as Benedictines.
And of course, now the possibilities for us as a community, as we
live into our new leadership, certainly hold much change and yet, much
promise for us as well.
Another victory for me has been losing 15kgs! I just reached that
goal quite recently. It feels good not to have the extra baggage.
Daniel: Well, the major news, as you
might have figured out by now, is the
blessing of our school that happened on
the 4th of February. What a happy day
that was! It somehow changed the levels
of quiet around the monastery, hearing
28 kids having fun. However, sometimes
noise manages to be joyful, indeed!
We have an abundance of roses at the
monastery, and a curiosity to experiment
with rose petal jelly last year led to the
eventual opening of a small shop next to
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the guesthouse office. It is amazing how much we retain from observing
things as children. My mother was a jam maker of note and I was very
pleasantly surprised how much I remember from sometimes watching
her as a child making jams. Practical knowledge that stands me in good
stead now in my own efforts.
I also ask for your prayers as I will be taking over as Prior from Timothy
with effect from our annual Chapter in June. It is indeed a huge act to
follow.
Our dog, Molly, is still doing well and even manages to recognize her
name sometimes!
Robert James: It amazes me how
quickly time passes here. I am settling
into my new position as Principal of
Holy Cross School. There are still many
administrative loose ends which I’m sure
will be sorted out in God’s time. With my
best efforts, it hasn’t been in mine! My
best moments are when I am not at my
desk but with the children. I’m sure that
time will increase as things get sorted out.
In addition to my duties at the school, I
am also continuing as the Director of the
Scholarship Fund, as well as serving as a priest and spiritual director.
We are blessed at the school with a competent and dedicated staff who
enjoy each other and the work. They were able to function in the first
month while the building was still crawling with construction workers.
There are things that still need to be completed in the building, and the
playground is a rather blank canvas, but also a wonderful space where
the children feel very much at home. At the moment I’m challenged with
establishing a new routine that incorporates the monastic, communal,
re-creational, and work components of my life. I have no doubt that I
will be able to strike the right balance when things settle down a little
more.
I will be going to the US for Chapter in June and look forward to
seeing family, friends, and the rest of my brothers.
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Josias: I am still continuing with my studies
and duties (teaching at the school and
Sunday school, and the bursary). I try to go
to Rhodes gym every other day to keep fit.
On the 8th of December 2011, Stephen
and I went to Johannesburg to attend my
friend Sanele’s ordination, which was in
Daveyton. While in Johannesburg we had a
chance to visit the Apartheid Museum and
had quality time with my family. Sunday
after the ordinations we went to worship at
St. Boniface Church, Germiston, where Sanele is based at the moment.
Upon our return it was time for our long retreat. I had a good visit with
my friends, Kelebohile Maoka and Thembeka Tshabalala, who were
here from the last day of the retreat to the 26th of December 2011.
My niece, Tiisetso (aka: miss Tee-tee) has started at Rhodes University
this year and I sometimes go to visit her. Ke thabo ekholo hoba le emong
oa balapa leso haufinyana. We have a pharmacist in the making in the
Morobi family.
On the 10th of April, I renewed the vow for another year.
I will be visiting the USA in June this year in time for the Order’s
chapter. It will be a great pleasure for me to meet other members of the
Order and see the home of The Rev. James Otis Sargent Huntington,
OHC, our founder. I will say more about my visit in the next issue.
Blessings to all on this festive season of our Lord’s resurrection.
Roger: There has been a sense of both
deepening and widening of my experience of life
in community. While continuing various duties
I had previously taken on, I have also been
included in the preaching roster for Sunday
mass, and I have been involved in talking about
aspects of this life to groups who have come to
us as enquirers or for a Benedictine experience.
I have also met and lived for a time with more
people visiting from outside of this immediate
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community, those who live as religious in other contexts, whether
brothers in the Order who are based in the US or members of other
orders.
My weekly studies and classes have had a sense of encounter with
significant people from the monastic tradition. The Desert Fathers,
along with Evagrius, Basil, Gregory, Augustine and the like all had come
to know God very deeply and personally, and continue to extend the
invitation to us to live in pursuit of the Good and the Beautiful. Julian
of Norwich reminds us that to know the goodness of God is the highest
prayer of all.
Of course, the construction and blessing of the new school building,
and its subsequent occupation by two classes of children, have been
such important events in the life here. As the photographic chronicler
of the progress of the construction of the building, I was fascinated by
the opportunity to observe the whole process that began with a hole in
the ground. I also came to appreciate the contributions and efforts of all
the members of the construction team, in their various roles.
I enjoyed a few visits from family and friends. It was good to be
able to extend hospitality to one of my sisters for a week and to take
pleasure in her company. Having experienced another Christmas at
the monastery, I have once more entered into Lent together with the
community, anticipating Easter while trying to respond to the call so
well expressed by Joan Chittister, to make new efforts to be what I say
I want to be.

... And Visiting With Us
And we have had two visiting monks from
our Order, both on a fundraising committee in the US for the school and here to see
how they can best help us. Brother Andrew
Colquhoun, now living in West Park, New
York, returned to South Africa for a second
time with us after his long membership in our
community. We were happy to have him for
the School Blessing. Brother Reginald Crenshaw came for his second visit from the Order’s house in Toronto, Canada.
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Brother Reginald Crenshaw

We’ve Just Made Donating
Easier!
Donating to the monastery has now become easier through our
website! You can make a donation using your credit card or other online means. Setcom MonsterPay provides a secure facility for processing
the financial transaction. When you are on our website, go to Donations and select the area you want to support. You can specify whether
you would like your contribution to go to the Monastery, Holy Cross
School or the Scholarship Fund. Then, select a currency, and enter
the amount. The currency is either in rands or dollars. Click the form
of payment. We take all major credit cards and you can pay by Direct
Deposit as well. Click the Donate button. This will take you into the
MonsterPay system and just follow the directions.
Your gift will be appreciated!

More Scenes of a Day in the Life
at the Monastery

Many of the photographs you see in recent
Uxolos and the website are the wonderful
work of Br. Roger who is frequently seen with
a camera taking different views of the monastery and our life.

Before the office ...
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Mariya uMama weThemba Monastery
PO Box 6013
Grahamstown 6141 South Africa
Tel: (046) 622-8111 - Guesthouse
(046) 622-6465 - Monastery
Fax: 086-243-1738 Please note the new fax no.!
Email: guesthouse@umaria.co.za
Website: www.umaria.co.za
PBO#: 930/000/363
NPO#: 036-811
Uxolo is the isiXhosa word meaning peace. Benedict
teaches his monks to “seek peace and pursue it”. This
quest has been the hallmark of Benedictine monasticism since the 6th century. We strive to continue to
bring peace to not just ourselves but to all who come to
us.
On the cover: Scenes from the Blessing and Dedication of
Holy Cross School (from top left moving clockwise): the Altar
Party; Archbishop Thabo Makgoba of the Anglican Church of
Southern Africa, the Celebrant; Brother Robert Sevensky, the
Superior of the Order of the Holy Cross, our Preacher; the
reason why Holy Cross School was established; the students of Holy Cross School receiving communion assisted by
Ntombekaya Myeki, our Grade 1 teacher; the censing of St.
Agnes, the school bell.

Contributing to Our Monastery

Please send your gift to:

The Prior
at the address to the left.

For our banking details, please email josias@
umaria.co.za or ring (046) 622-6465.

If you are in the United States:
Please send your gift to

Ms. Barbara Fiore
Order of the Holy Cross South Africa Fund
Fiduciary Trust Company International
600 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10020-2302

Please contact us or look at our website for details
about tax exemption.
You can now donate online! See www.umaria.co.za

Bequests
If you would like to know how you can remember the
monastery in your will, please contact the Prior.

